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WHOEVER IS BORN OF GOD OVERCOMES THE WORLD
Judges 4   1John 5:1 - 4

Congregation,
I would like you to turn again this morning with me please to Judges chapter 4. I preached from this chapter last Sunday and I want to do so again this morning. It is a very rich chapter and there is too much in it to deal with it all in one sermon. So I want to look at it again this morning in the light of another New Testament passage which I think summarizes for us, succinctly, what the chapter is saying to us.

(READ Judges 4 and 1 John 5:1 – 4)
“Whoever is born is of God overcomes the world.”


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Last week we used the N.T. to help us understand some of what Judges 4 is saying. I had a reason for that and I will say a little more about that later. But for now just let me say: that is not wrong. We are to compare Scripture with Scripture to understand it. But this morning I want to try to look at the chapter more in terms of itself. We will see that what it is saying is reflected, even stated more clearly, in the N.T. But just looking at the chapter in terms of itself, what is it talking about? 

What the chapter is saying is this: by faith we can overcome the devil and the world; by faith we, the Church and individual Christians, can have victory over God’s enemies and over our enemies. As John says: “Whoever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that is over come the world, our faith." Now there you are; I have said it in N.T. words. But that principle that is stated so clearly by John is what this chapter, on it’s own terms, without going to Hebrews 11 as we did last week, is teaching us. We’re still using the N.T., but only to state the principle more clearly and sharply. 

So the teaching of the chapter then is: "whoever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world, our faith."  

Now let us see how the chapter teaches us this. First of all, people of God, 

1.	WHOEVER IS BORN OF GOD OVERCOMES THE WORLD AS HE DEPENDS ON GOD ALONE
Something should hit us right in the very first verse of the chapter. "Then the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord after Ehud died."  What a sad statement that is. Israel could only serve the Lord and live for him, while the great judge Ehud lived. Now what are we to think about this? 

The sad thing about this fact that when Ehud died then the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord is this: the real Judge, the real Saviour of Israel, was always and only ever is, God. So even in this chapter this morning, chapter four, Deborah says: “Behold the Lord, the God of Israel, will give Jabin into your hand." The human judges that God raised up were only ever temporary tools in God’s hands. But the people became dependent on them. Already the third generation syndrome is setting in in the second, maybe even the first, generation. The people did not know the Lord for themselves. The people could not, without this human prop holding them by the hand, be faithful and stand in the Lord. 

So we are reminded to ask ourselves again this morning, do we ourselves know the Lord? Am I growing up into a measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ so that I will not be blown about by every wind of doctrine? That is God’s will for us. How are we to do it? 

Well, first of all, do we feel and believe ourselves to be born again? Have we done personal dealings with God about ourselves? For that matter, do we do so every day? And do we see the fruit of the Spirit developing in our lives? Slowly for sure; with many stumbles for sure; but there never-the-less. 

All of that must be the first step. Secondly, and connected with that, we must go on. In the words of the Apostle Peter, we must grow and by diligence add to our faith virtue and to virtue knowledge and to knowledge self-control and so on.  Do we therefore meditate upon the Law of the Lord, day and night, and get our roots as it were down into it like a tree planted by streams of living water? That is the way the Psalmist said we shall bear fruit in our season. True, we are not meant to live alone in this world, self-sufficiently, without the Church.  But do we always need other human beings to lean on? What would we do if we had a wilderness experience, like Jesus had, or Moses had, or David had when he was fleeing from Saul? When David was in the Judean desert fleeing from Saul, he cried out: “Why are you in despair, oh my soul, why have you become disturbed within me?"  He cried out with a mind in distress. But he could also answer himself, "Hope in God man, for you shall yet praise him. I shall be restored. I shall worship God again in the great congregation."  

My question, people of God is this: would we have the inner resources to be able to stand, if we were called upon to experience such? The writer of the Hebrews says in chapter 5 - he berates them - he says, "Listen, by this time you people ought to be teachers. Yet you yourselves need to be taught again the elementary things of the gospel. You still need the milk of the Word." You see, we should be growing into Christian adults, and we adults should be growing into sheep so that the lambs can lean on us. If we were stripped of the Church tomorrow, if we lost all human support, would we have the inner resources to keep the faith?  

Now that of course is a question that we should only answer with a great deal of care and humility. And we could only ever say "Yes, God helping me." "Let him that thinks he stands take heed less he fall." But let me put the question this way. Are we seeking to grow into maturity and so prepare for the evil day so that we could then in all good conscience call to God, like David, for direct help, if such a day should arrive? For all human helps, even the instituted Church, are only helps, they are only a framework in which we are to live our lives for the Lord ourselves. Just as all those Judges, even though they are called saviours, were only pointers to Christ. The real Judge and Saviour of the Lord’s people, then and now, is the Lord Jesus Christ. Do we know Him for ourselves, personally?  Do we find our salvation in Him and Him alone? Through our own prayers, our own confession of sin, through our own listening to His word. All that business the Church cannot do for us, for especially in this N.T. age, we are to be our own priests. 

So let me put the question again. Are we born again? Are we first generation Christians? Sure, within the framework and the life of the Church and never deliberately outside it. But do we all have our own life of love and fellowship and communion with God? Whoever is born of God overcomes the world as he depends on God alone.

Secondly, 
2.	WHOEVER IS BORN OF GOD OVERCOMES THE WORLD AS WE SERVE FOR THE PRAISE OF GOD AND NOT MAN
Deborah is the only Judge who did not also save Israel. Of two judges we are not told whether they saved Israel. But then they only get one or two verses each any way. But Deborah is the only judge who had someone else go into battle for her. Deborah summons Barak and she tells him the Lord has commanded: “Go and do battle with Sisera”. All the other judges do their own fighting and all the others who saved Israel in the manner that Barak did, by battle, have a much more directly personal calling from God. Barak did not have this. Barak was called by another human being and in this case a woman. There had never been a prophetess in Israel before. Only Miriam, but she never seemed to exercise authority; she simply led the people in praising God.  

So here is Barak, called and commanded by a woman to go and do battle with Sisera and his 900 iron chariots. No personal calling from God, no special kind of confirmation, unless of course you want to say that Deborah’s willingness to go with him, with barely a word of criticism was confirmation. All she said was: “Well you wont get the glory for killing Sisera. Yes, the Lord will rout Sisera with all his chariots and all his troops with the edge of the sword before you Barak, but a woman will actually do him in and get the glory." 

But we have no record that that worried Barak. He was not concerned about that. HHHe was quite happy to go and do his job, fight the battle, and leave all that business about rewards and glory to pan out however the Lord would cause it to. And that, of course, is a real fruit of the Spirit, isn’t it? "Love does not seek it’s own," it’s own benefit or it’s own glory. You could say, to bring Phillippians chapter 2 into service, that Barak "had the mind of Christ. He did nothing out of selfish or empty ambition.  With humility of mind he regarded his fellow Israelites suffering under the oppression of Jabin as more important than himself. He was not looking out for his own personal interests, but the interest of others." No wonder God used him. And when he had used him, God highly exalted him, and bestowed on him a name as a man of great faith, in Hebrews chapter 11. Deborah is not mentioned in Hebrews 11; only Barak. I’m sure that is not meant to say anything against Deborah but it sure says something for Barak. “Who ever is born of God, overcomes the world. And this is our victory that has overcome the world, our faith." 

The people fell because they relied on Ehud, and they themselves did not have a personal relationship with the Lord, they didn’t know the Lord for themselves, they were not born again. Barak was mightily used by God to lead Israel to overcome their enemies because he sought only his people's benefit and God's glory. And if he sought glory for himself at all, he was content to wait until eternity to receive it from God. The praise of man meant nothing to him. 

Faith that overcomes the world first of all depends on God alone, directly. Secondly, it seeks the praise of God not man. Thirdly, 

3.	 WHOEVER IS BORN OF GOD OVERCOMES THE WORLD AS HE FIGHTS THE DEVIL AS HE PRESENTS HIMSELF
There is something very interesting about this story. Verse 2 tells us that the Lord sold Israel into the hand of Jabin, who reigned as king of Canaan. Verse 23 tells us:”So, God subdued on that day Jabin, the king of Canaan”. Yet the whole story in between, the whole 20 and half other verses, are all about Sisera. The introduction and the conclusion say the story is about Jabin, but the story in between seems to be about Sisera. What is going on? We saw last week that there was another Jabin, probably about 120 years earlier. Joshua defeated him and burned his city and his chariots. 

Michael Wilcox suggests that this is a hint as to how to understand the whole story. Jabin appears to be a kind of background figure in the story. Sisera is the enemy that the Israelites have to deal with directly, and he has iron chariots, and iron chariots don’t burn. Between the first Jabin and this Jabin, we know from other history, was the changeover from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age. That is why Jabin now has iron chariots. Wilcox suggests that we should understand this story to picture Jabin as our great enemy, the Devil, the shadowy figure behind all the evil and sin in the world; while Sisera represents the spirit of the age. Much the same as Peter says that at one moment the Devil goes about as a roaring lion and other times as an angel of light. And so, as the Devil presents himself under a different cloak at different times in history, we must recognize this and adapt ourselves to it and make sure we are fighting the right battle.  

Yet at the same time there is a common theme running through the whole Book. Always it is the religions of the nations around about that attract and trip up Israel.  However differently those religions might present themselves, it is the same Devil behind them all. 

Now it just so happens that we also seem to live between two eras. The era that began in the 1700s, of scientific rationalism, in which we though we would solve all our problems by science. Whether it be the problem of where we came from – to be solved by physics and biology; or the problem of how to live – to be solved by psychiatry and sociology or what-have-you. Thus the great English physicist, Steven Hawkings, says that once we get to know how we got here, then we will find out why we are here (as if God has not already told us). He also says we will then be able to come up with a complete description of the universe. In other words, we will be able to know all there is to know; we will know THE TRUTH. 

But we are presently entering a new age, the Age of Aquarius. It doesn’t believe in truth any more. There is no such thing as THE TRUTH. There is only what is true for you and what is true for me. There is, therefore, no such thing as right and wrong anymore, only what I prefer. And we all must tolerate what we each prefer – as long as it doesn’t hurt anybody.  

Now we see both these currents of thought today because we live in the changeover period. But both are nonsense. Man will never know THE TRUTH in the sense of having a complete description. That would be to be as God! On the other hand, there still is such a thing as THE TRUTH, and right over and against which of every thing else is wrong; and we can know THE TRUTH, even though we cannot know all of it. 

We have to understand this about the world we live in and there is a lot that can be said about that. But I only want to say one thing now.  

Let us put together the fact that always Israel got tripped up by her neighbours’ religion. Not first of all by their morality, that came later. But let's put together this idea, that Israel always got tripped up by their neighbours' religion, with this other fact that the spirit of our age, the Sisera through whom the Devil presents himself to us is this, every man determining truth and right and wrong for himself. Every man does what is right in his own eyes; everyone pleases himself. The spirit of the age always enters the religion of the age. And it is there that we will be tripped up first of all. Is that happening?

Charles Colson, an American himself, says that he finds North American Protestantism man-centered, manipulative, success-orientated, self-indulgent and sentimental. That is certainly true of NZ Protestantism. In other words the religion of NZ Protestantism has been captured by the spirit of our age. Now I said that part of what this story is teaching us is that we need to fight the Devil as he presents himself to us in each age. In Western culture at the present time he is going about as an "angel of light," wearing the sheep’s clothing of a perverted tolerance of everything, which tells us we must never bring the word of the God and say, "Thus says the Lord." We may never tell anybody that they may be wrong; we may never seriously challenge anybody’s ideas like that, for our religion has become me-centered; it must work for my good; it must bring me success and happiness.  

Christians in other ages used to be concerned about being holy; we are concerned about being happy. Above all, modern religion must give me a lift. It must make me feel good. Look at the church billboards. Look at the seminars that are advertised. But God says, "Seek the Lord your God, love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind and all your strength." Jesus said, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these other things such as you need will be added unto you.” We turn it around the other way and chase after the things that the pagans chase after. 

People of God, this is where we must fight the battle against Jabin in our day. And we must resist him right in our own hearts and in our own church first of all. Whoever is born of God overcomes the world as he depends upon God alone, as he serves God for the praise of God and not himself, and as he resists the Devil as he presents himself to us in our own age.

As we do this,
(CONCLUSION).	THUS WE WILL OVERCOME THE WORLD BY OUR FAITH
We looked at this text last week with the help of Hebrews Chapter 11 which points us to Barak instead of Deborah as the great example of faith in this story. Now we had to do that because we had to answer all those questions about Deborah first. Otherwise they would sit there like a mind block because of the conclusions we so quickly want to jump to about Deborah and women in ecclesiastical office and so forth.

But this story is really again about God delivering Israel through Deborah, not charismatically anointed by the Spirit, and through Barak, a very ordinary man with a very ordinary and humble faith who would not go to battle unless the one who had the word of God came with him. Barak had no spectacular calling, no spectacular confirmation, but he was able to go to war against iron chariots, the top military hardware of his age, because of his faith.  

So in the end, he and the people of Israel defeated not just Sisera, but Jabin. "So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the sons of Israel and the hand of the sons of Israel pressed heavier and heavier upon Jabin the king of Canaan until they had destroyed Jabin the king of Canaan."  

Paul tells us that "our warfare is not against flesh and blood but against the rulers, the powers, the world forces of this darkness, the spiritual forces of wickedness in high places, against the schemes of the devil." And which ever Sisera the Devil comes to us by, whether the old fashioned arrogance of science or the equally arrogant tolerance of everything of the new age movement, the age of Aquarius; whatever the particular spirit of the age, behind it is the Devil himself. So in the end, at rock bottom our weapons are always the same. 

Now sure, we must seek to understand our age, we must speak its language, we must direct the eternal truth of the Gospel directly against it. But in the end there are no new tools, no really new methods. Barak won by heeding the word of God and believing it. 

Sometimes, people of God, we feel overwhelmed by all that is going on in the world.  We try to grasp it and understand it, and where we are in it and how we can tackle it.  And It is not too much for us, brothers and sisters. Francis Shaffer said 30 years ago that we live in the post-Christian world. In a sense he was right. No longer is Christianity the driving force of our culture. But this world will never be post-Christian. For the Lord has come! So now is the day of salvation! Now is the day to find acceptance with God! This is the age of God’s grace, Anno Domini, and it will only close when the Lord comes again. 

So we continue with our spiritual warfare. We live and work and fight against the powers of darkness with the Gospel only by faith and prayer. And doing so like Barak so many years ago we will not only overcome the spirit of our age, we will overcome Jabin himself.  

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must not look around at our world and think that just because the Church seems to be on the back foot so often so also is God. We must not think like Elijah that the journey is too great for us. And we must not look at the giants in the land and think that we are not equipped for preaching the gospel in our age. We are. Through the promises of the gospel, says Peter; "we have all things necessary for life and godliness." 

To Jesus the Father has given all authority in Heaven and on Earth, and in that "all authority" to do greater things than he did, he sends us out. And he sends us out with that authority and that spiritual power until the end of the age, Jesus says. So, "Up, Barak, for this is the day in which the Lord has given Sisera into you hands.  Behold the Lord has gone out before you." And so the apostle Paul closes off the book of Romans with these words to us NT Christians: "The God of peace will crush Satan under your feet, shortly."  Amen.

        Rev. John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 20th May, 2001

